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OF THE COUNCIL OF THE TWELVE

Many times, in the fourteen years of my own missionary ex-

perience for the Church, when I have presented the marvellous
story we tell concerning the visit of heavenly messengers in this

age, even the visit of the Father and the Son, the visit of holy
angels with divine commission, this declaration is often rejected

by a doubtful and skeptical world that does not believe in miracles.

They are inclined to speak of these manifestations as imagina-
tions of men, hallucinations, the dreams of the night. When I

have met this skepticism I have been very grateful that the Lord,
knowing the character of the age in which He was going to in-

troduce His work again in the earth, surrounded it with tangible

evidences that are of a miraculous character also, and the

most outstanding of all the evidences with which the Lord has
supported the Prophet Joseph Smith and this great latter-day

work is the volume I hold in my hand called by us the Book of

Mormon. It is tangible evidence because it exists. Anyone may
have it. They must account for it. They cannot dispose of it as

they would a dream or vision that may have been ever so real,

but it is past and gone.

Two months ago this last week, visiting the Mexican Mission in

company with President Antoine R. Ivins, the president of that
mission, and Ambassador J. Reuben Clark, I had the thrilling joy
for the first time, in the Valley of Mexico, to climb to the top of
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the Pyramid of the Sun, ancient and historic, visited by arcli ge-

ologists and tourists, located some twenty miles from the City of

Mexico.

We ascended that great pyramid to a height of 700 steps and
to the right of us was the Pyramid of the Moon, and to the left of

ns the Temple of Quetzalcoatl and the great street of the dead,

with its numerous ruins. Sitting in the midst of these impressive

evidences of an ancient civilization, my mind was turned again to

the explorations that are being made and the value of the evi-

dences that are coming. I recall a visit that Brother Rey L.

Pratt and myself had in the great Andean plateau six years ago
in the midst of the remains of that ancient civilization that must
have fairly teemed around Lake Titicaca. I recall the visit to

the City of Tichuanaco on the southern shores of Lake Titicaca

said by many to be the oldest ruined city in the world. Some
have placed the date of its antiquity as far as eight thousand
years ago. This, however, is mere speculation.

IMPRESSIVE RUINS ATTRACT ATTENTION

There were two outstanding ruins in that great city that im-

pressed me. One was the temple of the Sun, the site of which
occupied approximately ten acres of ground. Around this temple
court are great hewn monoliths, stones of approximately twelve
feet in height, about eight feet wide and nearly two feet deep.

There are twenty-eight of them on each of two sides of this plot

of ground and thirty-two on the other two, so the whole temple
court is completely surrounded with these great hewn monoliths.

The entrance way to this temple court is through a great stone,

itself of one piece, approximately twelve feet wide and twelve
feet high and nearly two feet thick with an archway in the

centre of it. That stone, as the others, is beautifully carved in

designs which are most strikingly Egyptian, and no one has ever
visited these ruins but has come away with the impression that
whoever were the builders of this civilization must have had
knowledge of the Egyptian civilization, art and culture.

An Egyptian prince visiting these monoliths said: "I am an
Egyptian, born and reared of royal blood and educated in the
best that my country affords. Without doubt those are Egyptian
hieroglyphics which I read as history only too plain, but the
problem puzzling me is that nowhere outside of my own country
have I heard as pure an Egyptian dialect as is spoken here by
these natives."

Remarkable, not only to discover evidences of Egyptian art and
culture upon the stones, but actually, according to the testimony
of this Egyptian prince, an Egyptian dialect still spoken among
the natives of that country. The outstanding characteristic of

all this civilization is so strikingly Egyptian, that Ex-Vice-presi-

dent Dawes, our recent ambassador to Great Britain, and at the
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present time head of our Reconstruction Finance corporation of

the United States, has made an appropriation for the exploration
of the possibility of there being in the traditional story of Atlantis
some foundation of fact. The tradition is that there was a con-

tinent connecting- the eastern world with the western world, and
that over it people passed from the Old World to America, but
that through the upheavals of nature, this continent gradually
sank below the ocean itself and so they are trying to discover the
bridge, if you please, over which this great migration passed.

Whether or not they shall find any evidences of the sunken
Atlantis is problematical, but there is only one consistent answer
to-day being made and that is by this Book of Mormon.
Moreover, this testimony was recorded long before men had dis-

covered evidences of the Egyptian character of this ancient
civilization. Joseph Smith's translation is declaring that they
brought with them the Egyptian art and culture. Indeed the
records that came into his hands were in Egyptian characters.

It is the only satisfactory answer, I say, to-day, to the question,
" Whence came the Egyptian characteristics found in this ancient
civilization?"

ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY TON STONES

I remember also being impressed with evidences I saw in the
nun of the temple itself. Stones of that Avail are standing many
feet high and of enormous size. I measured the stones, not onlj-

of the walls but of the floor of that temple court, and there are

stones, so large that they weigh 170 tons. They were moved,
apparently, across Lake Titicaca, for the quarries from whence
they were taken and are still in existence. How men could move
stones of such immense size when with our modern skill of to-

day we have great difficulty in moving stones weighing 100 tons is

a question that puzzles modern men. I saw on the walls of that

temple the cross ; crosses that were five feet in length and three feet

in width, carved on the face of these stones, standing as perfectly

as I have ever seen crosses constructed anywhere in the world.

I recall further in a stone, in one of the walls of that temple, a

compass executed that was seventeen inches from point to point

and as perfectly executed as though it hail been done but yester-

day. The square also ; and in the centre of that temple court was
the great sacrificial slab, a stone of approximately nine feet in

length, seven feet wide, grooved so that the blood of the animal
would drain to a common point where a great stone basin,

blackened by the fire of the ages, had received the blood of the

sacrifice. Whoever has looked upon that temple has concluded
that the builders knew all about Solomon's Temple, for here were
the symbols, marks and designs upon it so strikingly like Solo-

mon's Temple.
They have also concluded that the builders of these temples
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know about the law of sacrifice for here, too, were the evidences

of that sacrifice having been perpetuated upon this American
continent. Where is the answer?
Long before these evidences were ever known to men, Joseph

Smith, in translating the Book of Mormon, records that when the

people reached this American continent they builded temples after

the manner of Solomon's Temple. In the findings of the Republic
of Mexico there is gathered in the great museum, among other

things, and most outstanding, what is known as the Callendar

Stone. 1 listened to a learned discussion of it from a splendid

young Mexican the other day, who pointed out that which has

also been written upon, and I am quoting from matter that ap-

peared iu the Popular Science of two years ago on the Callendar

Stone. He, I say, pointed out that the Callendar Stone was the
most perfect calendar we have in the world to-day. So accurate

indeed is it that not in three thousand years did they have to

supply an extra day to make their calendar balance. You know
that we have to supply an extra day every leap-year to make
our calendar balance.

MAYAN AND EGYPTIAN ALPHABETS

I have seen side by side, the Alphabet of the Mayan people and
the alphabet of the Egyptian language so nearly alike, letter by
letter, that one is at once impressed with the thought that either

the Mayans borrowed their alphabet from the Egyptians or the

Egyptians borrowed their alphabet from the Mayans. And so

they are deciphering these inscriptions. For instance, Mr.
Thompson, who for twenty years was an American ambassador
iu Mexico, and owns the present City of Chichen Itza in the
Yucatan Peninsular of Southern Mexico, has himself unearthed
ruins as marvellous, I think, as anything King Tut's tomb has
revealed and has so far deciphered the Mayan characters that he
is able to determine dates upon tablets over entrance ways to

the temple, and this is interesting. He deciphers that over the

entrance way to one temple on a statuette is a date correspond-

ing with 113 years before Christ. On another tablet over another
temple, is a date corresponding with 47 years after Christ, and
still another 160 years after Christ. There is one thing that I have
discovered from my own observation of this civilization from
Lake Titicaca to the City of Mexico, they are almost uniformly
the same architectural design.

I now Avish to quote from and comment upon an article in the
Popular Science of 1930, "With the record cut in imperishable
stone, the Mayans suddenly make their first appearance on the
historical scene on August 6th, 613 B.C. On that remote date,

the oldest date in this American history, they put into operation
a workable and astonishingly accurate calendar system which has
been the marvel of the scientific world since it was deciphered."
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August 6tl), 613 B. C. is apparently the oldest date in this Ameri-
can history. Now, if this is correct, it disposes of the speculation
about the City of Tiahuanaco being eight thousand years old and
it helps to establish the probable age of this entire civilization.

How does that correspond with the Book of Mormon account?
You will find in all of the editions of the Book of Mormon the

earliest date, giving the probable time when Lehi left Jerusa-

lem and started with his family for America, "about 000 y ears

before Christ." If the records in stone are accurate and fix

the date at 613 B. C. it will do no violence to our own record

for we have not, in any edition, announced with positiveness the

absolute time when Lehi landed upon this American continent,

but have said, as I have observed, " about 000 years B. C."

Now, reading again from the account in Popular Science'.

"Why, on August 6th, 613 B.C.? Where were the Mayas on
August 5th? Had they lived, tilled the soil, developed their

wonderful astronomy and admirable architecture, pursued their

other arts and sciences on this continent before they carved that

first inscription ? If so. for how long? If not, whence did they

come? Nobody knows."
Thank the Lord, somebody does know.
"Step by step, along trails of tangible remains, science has

been able to trace the evolution of the Egyptians and other

ancient peoples back to their earliest and crudest beginnings.

But not so in the case of the Mayas. So far as any concrete

evidence is concerned they might as well have dropped down
from Mars or some other planet on the morning of the sixth day
of August, 2,512 years ago."

TWO THEORIES HARMONIZE

It is true that old ancient civilization can be traced, as in

the case of the Egyptians, along the Nile valley from their early

and crude beginnings through their advancing civilization. But
not so in the case of the Mayas. They may as well have des-

cended from Mars, because their civilization burst forth in its

glory and its splendour at once. Tha t harmonizes absolutely with
the record of the Book of Mormon, these people came in vessels

with their art and their culture fully developed and began at

once to build where the Egyptians left off. Where Israel, at the

height of its glory had obtained eminence so this colony, bringing

that knowledge and culture with them, began their civilization

just as the record in stone would indicate.

Reading again: "Toward the close of the first century of the

Christian era, when the decline of Rome had begun, the first

Mayan Empire began a cultural development that was to cul-

minate in a period of brilliant achievement from about A. D.
300 to 600."

Something unusual, according to the record in stone, happened
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about the close of the first Christian era. Our Book of Mormon
record declares that following the visit of Christ to the eastern

continent in fulfillment of His promise that other sheep He had
which were not of that fold, them also He must visit, and there

should be one fold and one shepherd, that He did come to America.
It is Avell known that at the time Christ lived upon the eastern

hemisphere there Avas a vast teeming civilization upon this

western world, and if Jesus Christ was indeed the son of God, as

He declared, He was the Saviour of that great multitude who
lived upon this continent as well as in the eastern world. If He
was indeed the Son of God, He had knowledge of that, for He
knew all about the peoples who lived upon the face of the earth.

Why not like Him to come as He declared He would to another
flock that Avas not of that fold in Jerusalem. They must hear
His voice and there was to be one shepherd and one sheep-fold.

All evidences point to that extraordinary thing having happened.
Our record declares that the sign of His birth appeared by a

day and a night and another day passing without darkness ; and
at His crucifixion cities were swallowed up, great upheavals
occurred on the face of the land ; mighty destruction Avas wrought

;

darkness was so intense that it was impossible to build fires, for

three days. Then at the end of that unusual incident out of

the heavens came a man and the whole multitude saw Him ; He
descended and stood in their midst; He called upon them to come
and handle Him and they did so, and He bore record unto them
that He was Jesus Christ who had been crucified for the sins of

the world. He spent three glorious days witli them miraculously
appearing each morning and as miraculously disappearing each
night. He organized His Church among them, blessed them and
left them, but promised to comeback again. If an event of this

character had ever happened the histoiy of any people, I care

not to what depths they would ultimately have descended, the
traditional story of these outstanding events would have lived

to the ends of time. Have they lived ?

TRADITION AMONG ALL TRIBES

It has been my privilege to do missionary work among the
Indians from Canada to South America. I have never encountered
a single tribe Avhere the traditional story of the visit of this fair

God does not exist. The Temple of Quetzalcoatl Avhere I stood

in the Valley of Mexico the other day, Avas erected to this fair

God. I grant you that they call Him by other titles in other
places, but the story is all the same, that a long time ago their

fathers Avere visited by a fair God. After having visited them
and blessed them, He promised to come back again. I say the
traditional story of it lives ; I often was puzzled at the incident
of Pizarro, with 260 soldiers penetrating into the heart of the
empire from the west coast of South America Avhen there Avere
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millions of Indian soldiers who might have destroyed him, even
with their crude instruments at any one of* a thousand points

along that trail that led up into the heights of the Andes moun-
tains. I saw myself, points Avhere a handful of men with rocks

could have destrojred these Spanards. Why were they permitted
to come more than 500 miles to the heart of the empire and then
when they reached that place to find the palace vacated, offered

to them as a place where they might be cared for as royal guests.

The reason is that when the white man lauded on the west coast

of South America runners went immediately to the empire to give

the ruling, chief the good news of the coming of the white man,
and return runners brought word to give him safe escort into the

heart of the empire.

Why did they trust Pizarro? It was the traditional story that
their fathers, a long time ago, had been visited by a fair God and
He promised to come back again. Was this the coming of the

fair God ? Half trusting, half worshiping, they extended honours
to him as they would have done to the returning Christ. Cortez'

entrance into Mexico is a duplicate of this story, confidence

betrayed. The traditional story of that visit of Christ led the

peoples of both Mexico and South America into their bondage.
They were visited by Christ and our record declares that tow aid
the close of the first century the entire people had become con-

verted to the Christian religion, and consequently the record in

stone ought to bear some witness of that extraordinary thing
which happened when the whole people had become converted.
They started a cultural development that was soon to culminate
in a period of brilliant achievement sometime between 300 and 600

years after Christ. The record in stone is not accurate as to

when that brilliant achievement was accomplished. One united
people, according to this Book of Mormon record, continued for

400 years and there came finally the climax of it in the great
suicidal civil war between the Lamanites and the Nephites that
brought the destruction of the Nephites fOO years after Christ.

WHAT CATASTROPHE BEFELL THE RACE

The record in stone is shown to indicate some time between
300 and 600 ; no contradiction here between our record and the

record in stone. Then reading again :
" But then at the height

of its power and glory, the empire suddenly collapsed. Within
approximately fifty years the magnificent cities with their monu-
mental temples, sculptured and jeweled palaces, astronomical ob-

servatories and probably thousands of dwellings grouped about
the edifices of worship and public business, were abandoned.
Soon they were covered by the tropical forests as completely as

though the earth itself had opened up and swallowed them.
(Continued on page 378)



THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS' MILLENNIAL STAR

THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 1932

EDITORIAL

PERSONAL TESTIMONY OF TITHE-PAYING

"I have never made a dollar on which I did not pay tithing.

A president of the stake begged and pleaded with me to qnit

paying tithing. He said I did not owe any tithing until I got out

of debt. Would not that have been a fine record for a man
who now stands as president of the Church, not to have paid

tithing for thirty-two years? I have had friends beg and plead

with me to take bankruptcy, that I would never live long

enough to pay my debts. If there is any man living who is

entitled to say, 'Keep out of debt,' his name is Heber J. Grant.

Thank the Lord that I was able to pay it all, and pay it all with-

out asking a dollar discount from anyone. I do not believe I ever

would have paid it if I had not been absolutely honest with the

Lord. When I made any money, the first debt I paid was to the

Lord, and I believe, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that if the

Latter-day Saints as a people, had taken the advice of the Prophet
of the Lord, and had been efficient tithepayers they would not be
in the condition they are to-day. If they were honest and con-

scientious in the payment of the equivalent of two meals for

themselves and their families once a month, the amount of money
actually saved (and they would benefit physically by fasting two
meals) we could take care of every person in distressed circum-
stances in this Church with the fast donations alone. There
would be means also in the hands of the Church, to furnish em-
ployment for every Latter-day Saint needing it. I believe that

had the Latter-day Saints on an average been honest and con-

scientious with the Lord in the payment of tithing, and had they
followed the advice of President Joseph F. Smith, they would
not be in distress to-day."—(President Heber J. Grant in an ad-
dress delivered in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Utah, U. S. A.,

April 8th, 1932.)

HOW IS TITHING USED?
This question is answered at practically every general confer-

ence of the Church, by the President of the Church who reads a
summarized statement of expenditures from the tithing of the
people.

At the last April conference, President Grant followed this

practice in his opening address as published in the Millennial Star
of May 5th. His statement shows that, in 1931, more than four-
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tenths of the tithing was returned to the stakes and wards for

maintenance purposes and for the construction of meeting houses
;

nearly one-fourth for the maintenance of the missions through-

out the world ; nearly another fourth for the maintenance of the

Church school system; not quite one-tenth for the maintenance
of temples, and about one-tenth for the care of the worthy poor.

A sum equal to that taken from the tithing for charity, was con-

tributed for the use of the poor through fast offerings and by the

relief societies.

A Church auditing committee is sustained at every conference,

which examines the accounting books of the Church and certifies

publicly that the receipts and expenditures of tithing are properly

and fully shown.
Moreover, any member of the Church in good standing, himself

a faithful tithepayer, may secure upon application such detailed

information as he may desire concerning the use of the tithing of

the Church.
The Church of Jesns Christ of Latter-day Saints works in full

light. There is no hidden side of its shield. As a bearer of truth,

it can not thrive in darkness. With respect to the tithing of the

people, the simple truth is that every penny of it is used for

legitimate Church purposes, such as are well known to members
of the Church. Individuals do not and cannot profit from the

tithing of the people, for it is not within individual reach. In-

stead, it is carefully hedged about and guarded, as a sacred trust.

Enemies of the Latter-day Saints have charged the leaders of

the Church with making improper use of the tithing, for their

own use. This is false, and has always been false. Most of the
General Authorities of the Church have lived and died relatively

poor men. The spiritual claims of the Church upon their time
and energies have been so consuming as to prevent them from
using their high gifts in temporal fields. A few of the leaders,

with special talents or opportunities for amassing means, have
become possessed of some wealth, but their number is very small.

Even a casual scrutiny of the recorded facts will confirm the
truth of this statement.
Tithing is paid by Latter-day Saints because it is a require-

ment of the Lord. That obedience to this principle brings un-
bounded spiritual and temporal blessings can be certified by tens

of thousands. The faithful tithepayer is not concerned with the
use of his tithing, for he has faith in the divine organization of the
Church, in the integrity of its leaders, whether among the
General Authorities or those of the humblest branch, and he
knows that the Lord will overrule and defeat human imperfec-
tions should they arise. Those who raise doubts about the
honest use of the tithing of the Church are either non-tithe-

payers or professed enemies of the Church.
This is written in answer to several questionsrecentlyasked.—TV.
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BOOK OF MORMON RVIDENCE5

(Concluded from page $75)

" What happened? What catastrophe befell this rape, so sturdy
in body, so keen in mind? Did it fall victim to a suicidal civil

war? Did its food supply suddenly give out? Or was it deci-

mated by some devastating epidemic? Experts say yellow fever

probably had much to do with its dramatic decline. But nobody
really knows."
Our Book of Mormon declares forty years of warfare waged

until the Nephites were entirely overcome by their warfarin

g

brethren, the Lamanites. And then suddenly the great empire
would go back to the wilderness.

BOOK OP MORMON RECORD VERIFIED

My brethren and sisters, I say this gives me joy and satisfaction,

to see this Book of Mormon record verified by such findings of

science, but all the evidence is not in. You will remember those

critics who made light of the book when it was declared that

they in that early period of time builded houses of cement, when
cement was unknown in the old world at such a remote period of

time, but there are no skeptics laughing about cement to-day.

As we sat upon the top of that great pyramid in the Valley of

Mexico, held together by coatings of cement as old as that ancient

civilization and as firm cis any cement I have ever seen. Evi-

dences of cement abound everywhere and the skeptic has ceased

his ridicule. That the horse and the elephant were also inhabi-

tants of ancient America was also, ridiculed, but you students
know that there is only one condition under which the fossil re-

mains of living creatures may be preserved, and that is when the

body falls into water where silt is in deposit, the incrustation

about the body is made. Finally the silt becomes hard and ulti-

mately comes to be stone, and some upheaval of nature throws
up the lake or the river bed and your faithful record of the past

is revealed. We have not lived long enough to have many of

those pages where this history is written exposed, but within
recent years the pages are revealing such facts as to further sub-

stantiate the truthfulness of this record for the evidence of the
pre-Columbian existence of the horse and the elephant have now
been found.

As I came back from South America, I read with keen interest

the story of Charles Darwin, the great naturalist's visit to America
a hundred years ago, in the book called The Voyage of the Beagle.

I was deeply impressed to have this great scientist himself de-

clare that he found the fossil remains of horses' teeth in South
America. He records the findings of an associate scientist to the

same effect. He pondered over it with marvel because he declares

that it was not known that the horse was ever an inhabitant of
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America, but here, said he, is evidence beyond dispute. He spec-

ulated on some catastrophe by which the horse was entirely

destroyed. The horse could have appeared here at a later date
and again been entirely destroyed.

In his book called the City of the Sacred Well, Mr. Willard,

who writes the story of Mr. Thompson, the American ambassador
to Mexico, gives us the picture of elephants upon the Avails of the

temples of Chicheu Itza, perfect pictures, that could not have
been produced except the living animal had been known to those

who made the paintings. And again, the story of the Book of
Mormon that they made swords of steel was ridiculed until within
very recent years, because no steel implements had been found.

Of course, you students of mineralogy know that steel is the
cpxickest metal we know anything about to corrode and go into

rust, and so, as Mr. A. Hyatt Verrill said in his article on this

subject of whether or not the ancient builders of the American
civilization had any knowledge of steel, he always believed they
did. He also believed that the Eg}'ptians had a knowledge of

steel, but he was ridiculed. If, said he, the Egyptians had knowl-
edge of steel and that steel could not be preserved in the dry
countries of Egypt, how could we expect it to be preserved in the

wet countries of Central or South America? But not until King
Tut's tomb was opened when a steel dagger that had been de-

posited there hundred of years before Christ's birth, was found,
did the scientific world concede that the Egyptians had knowl-
edge of steel.

EGYPTIANS HAD KNOWLEDGE OF STEEL

One steel dagger, of course, in King Tut's tomb was greater
evidence that the Egyptians had knowledge of steel than all the

theories in the world. And now Mr. Hyatt finds, according to his

record, a story recorded in one of our recent Ameriean magazines,
that in unearthing a city on the west coast of Central America he
discovered under fifteen feet of earth, in a charcoal bed, a steel

chisel, the end exposed and out of the charcoal entirely rusted

and gone ; the best part of it preserved from the moisture by its

embedment in the charcoal, has been preserved until it is so hard
that a file will scarcely touch it and the point is so hard that it

will actually scratch glass. All we need to do is to continue to

be patient and wait and the critic will be overwhelmed in his

ridicule of the Book of Mormon story. If the Egyptians had
knowledge of steel so did the builders of this ancient American
civilization, because they brought Egyptian art and culture with
them. The evidence, I say, is now coming forth to our joy

and satisfaction. Again, the Book of Mormon record requires

evidence of the existence of gold in abundance, so they could

make their records upon gold. It required an ability to work
gold.
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It also required an ability to write. Did they have gold in

abundance? The room where, for five months, gold was brought
from all parts of the empire as a ransom for the Incas, contained,
according to eminent authority, more than £4,000,000 in gold. I

have myself seen in the great collections of the museums of
Mexico and of South America armful s of golden vessels of most
exquisite workmanship.
Brother Pratt and myself saw in a museum in Lima, Peru, a

stack of gold sheets almost identical with the size of those of the

Book of Mormon sheets, approximately eight inches long and
seven inches wide, as thin as paper. The whole stack was nearly
an inch thick, not a thing upon either side but just gold sheets,

prepared for just such a work as the plates of the Book of Mor-
mon. Yes, they had gold in abundance, and they knew how to

work it. Then they knew how to write not only upon pliable

gold and in the most exquisite manner, but their engravings are
found upon hard stone. While I was in Mexico City they brought
from the State of Oaxaca golden animals of great value, ex-

quisitely done, fashioned in the form of living creatures, work, it

is said, far excelling ai^thing that Egypt ever produced.
So the page, I say, is only beginning to be opened. I rejoice

that as time passes we shall have further evidences that will,

before the end of another century, overwhelm the world with a
conviction that Joseph Smith's story is true.

God help us to prepare ourselves to play our part gloriously in

this mighty movement, I pray, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.—Address, delivered in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City,

Utah, U.S.A., April 24th, 1931.

RECOVERY OF ELDER HEATH'S BODY
After nearly a week of arduous search, the body of Elder

Lawrence T. Heath, who was drowned in the Biver Wharfe, June
2nd, was recovered Tuesday afternoon, June 7th, by the five

missionaries of the Leeds District, who used grappling irons for

the purpose. The discovery was made about fifteen yards down-
stream from the spot where the accident occurred.

Elder O. Horton Transtrum, president of the Leeds District, has
been honourably released to accompany Elder Heath's remains
to Salt Lake City, sailing on the Leviathan, June 18th.

President James H. Douglas has called for memorial services to

be held in all evening meetings of the Church throughout the

mission on Sunday, June 19th, in order that loving tribute might
be paid in memory of our departed brother.

Elder Heath arrived in England September 30th, 1931, and was
assigned to the Leeds District. He was then called by President
Widtsoe to the European Mission Office at Liverpool to do special

work, and afterwards transferred back to the Leeds District.
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TITHING TESTIMONIES

Six months before I was a member of the Church I gladly paid

tithes. Why? Because I was grateful for the opportunity of

returning thanks to the Lord when He restored me to health

after a long siege of sickness and suffering. I thought at first I

would present the branch with something, as they had all been so

kind and untiring in their prayers and administrations. While
I was pondering the matter a voice seemed to say, "Why not
pay tithing to God in order to express your appreciation?" Need-
less to say I began to pay tithes immediately, and have enjoyed
many blessings and wonderful health ever since.—LAURA J.

Edwards, Brighton Branch, Portsmouth District.

That blessings are given to faithful stewards I do humbly
testify. It was my experience to have been out of work and
dependent upon the dole for some time. I had at that time a
wife and four children to support on thirty-one shillings per
week. Whether to pay tithes or not was a question always upper-
most in my mind. While attending a district conference I put
my problem before an Apostle of the Lord and the answer was,

"Brother, we cannot advocate the payment of tithes to those

in receipt of the dole for various reasons, but if it was myself I

would not have the slightest hesitation, for it is a commandment
of God. If you faithfully pay your tithes I promise you that
you will be blessed and shortly receive employment." I paid my
tithing and am now happy in that knowledge. Before long I

again secured employment. We seemed to have greater wisdom
in spending our income. Our flour bag seemed never to have
been empty, and we were able to help others more in need than
ourselves.—D. 0. Avondale Kimberley, Bradford Branch, Leeds
District.

When I first joined the Church my husband was not a member,
hence it was necessary to gain his permission in order to pay my
tithing. At first he refused, saying he was about to be put on
short time at work. Then something inspired me to say that if

he would allow me to pay tithing he would not be put on short

time. His answer was that I could pay tithing providing I kept

out of debt. The following week his fellow workmates were put
on short time. My husband was given a better job in another

part of the works, and the extra money he earned was more than

sufficient to pay tithing with. I can testify that tithe-paying

has been a great blessing to us. During the twenty years of my
membership in the Church my husband has never been out of

employment.—Ethel S. Lentell, Gateshead Branch, Newcastle

District.



382 LATTER-DAT SAINTS' MILLENNIAL STAR

I HAVE had many blessings as a result of paying tithes. Certain

ones seem to stand out prominently. On one occasion during the

World War I was appointed by the district president to go on

circuit to a certain town about fourteen miles from my home.
After paying the fare to my destination 1 was left with in-

sufficient means to pay my way home. At the close of the service

one of the leading- brethren stepped forward, thanked me for my
willing service and gave me funds enough for my return journey.

A like incident occurred when I was assigned to go to Leeds one
Sunday, only this time I was without any money at all. Just

before retiring on Saturday night a neighbour for whom I had
rendered a small service some time before came and brought me
more than sufficient to cover all expenses. The promise of the

Lord that those who obey the law of tithing shall receive such

great blessings that they will not have room to contain them, lias

certainly been fulfilled in my case.—Liujan Starbuck, West
London Branch, London District.

SCOTTISH DISTRICT CONFERENCE

The Annual Spring Conference of the Scottish District, which
was held on May 20th, was a conference which will long be re-

membered by the many saints and friends who partook of the

wonderful spirit that permeated each of the services. President

A. Ray Curtis conducted the meetings throughout the day.

After the opening exercises the morning session divided into two
groups. The Priesthood received instruction from President
James H. Douglas and Patriarch James H. Wallis, and the Relief

Society from Sister Wallis, Sister Douglas and Sister Sanborn.
Both departments received very valuable information which will

undoubtedly materially aid their progress.

Under the direction of Elder Paul II. Morton, the question-

naire, "In Defense of the Faith," was presented in the after-

noon session. The questionnaire brought home the wonderful
thought that the latter-day Gospel is replete in its method of

teaching the plan of salvation from infancy to maturity and even
beyond the grave. After the authorities of the Church were
sustained by the unanimous vote of all the members present,

President Curtis gave a report of the activities of the district

during the past six months. Outstanding figures in his report
were: 1,584 hours tractiug; 1,708 hours visiting investigators;

3,153 Gospel conversations; 16,125 homes visited while tracting,

and a total of 14,593 hours spent in missionary work. There have
been 44,631 tracts, 5,158 pamphlets and 37 copies of the Book of

Mormon distributed. There have been 11 persons baptized and
5 ordinations in the Priesthood. It was also reported that the
payment of tithes had increased 16 per cent, since the last confer-
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ence. A vocal selection by tlie Glasgow Branch chorus concluded

an inspiring programme.
With an attendance of 142 people, the evening session was a

fitting climax to the successful day. Many of those in attend-

ance had come 150 miles in order to enjoy this day of spiritual

rejoicing. Two of the daughters of the early leaders of the

Church were present, Sister Douglas, the daughter of Apostle

Orson Pratt, and Sister Sanborn, the daughter of President

Brighani Young. The lives of these great men are certainly

manifested in the choice characters of their daughters. Patriarch
Wallis, President Douglas and Sisters Wallis, Douglas and
Sanborn all gave stimulating addresses which moved the entire

audience to a desire to live finer and nobler lives in the future.

Mission authorities and missionaries in attendance were : Patri-

arch and Sister James II. Wallis and Elder Percy L. Matthews
of the European Mission ; President and Sister James H. Douglas
of the British Mission ; President A. Ray Curtis and Elders Ralph
C. Merkley, Carl Condie, LeGrande G. Sharp, Paul H. Morton,
David Taylor, John S. Russell, John E. Owens and Woodrow C.

Williams of the Scottish District ; President Rock M. Kirkham of

the Liverpool District; Elders LaDell M. Larsen and H. Randall
Walker of the Nottingham District; Elders Seth A. Smith, Carl
G. Agren and Louis W. Meadows of the Hull District, and H.
Vernon Clegg of the Sheffield District.

Elder LeGrande G. Sharp, Clerk of Conference.

FROM THE MISSION FIELD

Transfers : Elder Herman L. Anderson was transferred June 5th,

from the Sheffield District to succeed President Harold E. Dean as

president of the Bristol District.

Releases and Departures: Elder Ralph C. Merkley of the Nottingham
and Scottish Districts, and Elder Blayney J. Barton of the Manchester

and London Districts, were honourably released May 29th. They will

sail from Cherbourg aboard the Leviathan, June 18th.

Doings in the District : Bristol—At a baptismal service held in Nails-

worth, May 28th, two people were baptized by President Harold E. Dean
and confirmed by President Dean and Elder Harold Sycamore.

Nottingham—Saints and friends in the Nottingham District gathered

in a sport competition at Loughborough and Eastwood on Whit Monday.
An enthusiastic spirit contributed towards the success and enjoyment of

the affair.

Portsmouth—One person was baptized May 21st, at the Corporation

Baths, Portsmouth, by President John W. Taylor. Confirmation was
made the following Sunday by Elder Glen F. Oliver.

Elder Perry L. Watkins gave an interesting lantern-slide lecture at

the Co-operative Hall, Brighton, May 27th. The lecture not only stimu-
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lated the interest of the members but also allayed much prejudice and
won many new friends.

On June 2nd, two persons were baptized in the Corporation Baths,
Portsmouth by President John W. Taylor, and confirmed by Elder John
Bunderson and President John W. Taylor.

Sheffield—Sheffield Branch enjoyed a very successful dance May 14th,

sponsored by the recreational committee of the brand). The revenue
secured was used to assist in financing the branch library.

Scottish—One person was baptized by local priest James Martin, May
28th, at Forestfield Ijoch. President A. Ray Curtis conducted the
service and Elder Woodrow C. Williams confirmed the new member.

Branch Conferences: Of the Doncaster Branch, Sheffield District,

May 22nd. Both sessions were unusually well attended. "The Material

Benefits Derived from Observing the Temporal Laws of God " was the

subject handled by local members and travelling Elders. President

Robert C. Neslen and Elders Herman Ij. Anderson and William H.
Clawson were in attendance.

Of the Pontefract Branch (unorganized), Sheffield District, May 29th.

The theme, "The Material Benefits Derived from Observance of the

Temporal Laws of God," was treated effectively by President Robert C.

Neslen and Elders E. Wendell Stringfellow and Allan N. Adams.
Of the Portsmouth Branch, Portsmouth District, May 22nd. A number

of branch officers were released and new ones sustained. Discourses of

the evening session dealt with the Book of Mormon and " First Principles

of the Gospel." Speakers of the occasion were President John W.
Taylor and Elder Glen F. Oliver.

DEATH

Bell—Brother John Bell of the Lancaster Branch, Liverpool District,

passed away on May 19th, at the age of seventy-seven. Brother Bell's

kind and loving influence as president of the Lancaster Branch will be

missed by all who knew him. Funeral services were held in his home on
May 21st, after which he was buried in the Scotford Cemetery. Presi-

dent Rock M. Kirkhain conducted the services and dedicated the

grave.
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